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defeating the
elementals was
a breeze!

By jeff thompson

The American Yeritage Dictionary of the English Lanzuage soecifies a
"zephyr" as "the west wind" or "a gentle breeze,” and mzintains that "Zeoh-
yrus" is *"a [breek:]god nersonifying the gentle west wind." Zenhyr, the
exciting villainess-heroine seen in Marvel Comics! SUPERNATURAL TYRTILLERS
#8—15 (August, 197h—October, 1975), seems to be an aonealing combination
of both. Zeohyr is a goddess—in vosition and anpearance—and she versoni-
fies the contempt and the ventility of the elusive winds which she controls,

Desvite her small, unflatterine anpearance on only one SUPERNATURAL
THRTLLERS cover (Bil Kane's for #12), Zeohyr figured prominently in the cos-
mic struggle between bizarre interoretations of good and evil: N'Kantu, The
Living Mummy; and others versus the uncanny Elementals. Before proceeding
any further, a nroper introduction (or reintroduction) to the heroes, hero-
ines, villains, and incidental characters in the SUPERNATURAL THRTLLERS ex-
travaganza is in order.

THE WEROES

1. N'KANTU (The Living Mummy), a centuries-old, once-African chieftain who
was sadistically sentenced to a mummified living death by the Egyptian phar-
ach, Nephrus.

2. Dr. ALEXIT SXARAB, an Egyptologist and = descendent of lephrus. Dr. Skarab
and N'Kantu share a strange, ESP-like mental link. )

3. ROH McAILISTER, an anthropologist-colleague of Dr. Skarab's.

L. RICYARD nASP™ HARPER, a smalltime bandit whose involvement with the others
proved to be a slightly mellowing exverisnce.

5. PAUL OILDDAN, a "gentleman thief," an artist, and "Asp's" partner-in-peril.

THE HEROTNES

1. ZEPHYR, a millenium-old Elemental. A tavern wench centuries upon cen-
turies ago (cryntically mentioned in #9, 11, % 13), she is now the arcane
mistress of the winds.

2. JANICE CARR, an anthropologist-colleacue of Dr. Skarab's and Ron McAl-
listert's girl friend.

3. RACHA YEYER, a courageous voun- woman warrior whom N'Kantu brfriended in
the tenth issue.

T4E VILLAINS

1. TIYDROY, a millenium-old Zl=2mental. The cruelest of the four Elementals,
he is lord over water.

2, MAGNUM, the Elemantal master of earth (soil, land).

3, HELL¥IRE, the Elemental controller of flame.

i, THE LIVING PHARADY, an feyptian-style rogzue who battled N'Kantu in #v.
An 0ld adversary of “Yavok and the X-Men, he aoveared in THYE X-MEN #5152,

from the beginnineg, Zenhyr exhibited ch:zracteristics which s=2t her
avart from the mor2 ruthless men of the Hlemental proun. In SUPERNATURAL
THRTLLERS #9, Zeohyr called M'%antu "you noor, tortured man.” The basis for
the battle between the Livin~ Wummy =2t al and the three Zlementals was the
mysterious, buc-shaped Ruby Scerab, a mazically-forged bauble which, if in
the Elementals' possession, would rz2assure th-ir pnosition of supremacy on
Earth. Hydron and the others ternted ¥'Kantu into doing their bidding (they
wanted him to szcure the Scarab) by hintin- trat the nower of the Ruby Scarab
could restore his decomnosed flesh and return him to a true 1life. It wasn't
until Zephyr nut a "soul-snell” on the Mummv, however, that M'Kantu was
thought to comply:

Zenhyr is both Elemental fury ani woman. As such, she
knows many secrets. As woman, sh2 knows how to reach

a man's soul. As ¥lemental, she knows how %o stirio
it bare, exoose it to her winds of change and make that
soul her ownl!

Despite her seizinz of N'Kantu's soul and aiding her fellow Elementals
(what was she expected to do?), traits of compassion ultimately showed
through Zephyr's facade. In SUPRRNATUTRAL THRTLLERS #11, after she arrived
in Cairo, E- ' gypt, looking for the
Mwnmy, she cast a charitable spell over
some old, pov- erty-striken naupers.
Later in the issue, when she found
N'Kantu and saw that he had been severely
burned, she healed hin,

The powers
in her eight-
types of snells
ability (#11),
herself (#10),
12, 1k, % 15),
though the mis-
vloyad all these
ers are far from
bout her—but
chance to learn

which Zeonyr displayed
issue run were various
(#%, 9, % 11), healing
and teleportation of
as well as others (#11,
by wind currents. Al-
tress of th= winds em-—
cavabilities, we read-
knowing everything a-
will we ever have the
more?

The months-
ERNATURAL THRIL-
resolved in the

long Mummy sapa in SUP-
LERS camz to 2 head and
final four issues (#12~
15) in 2 story- within-a-saga 2ntitled
"The War That Shook the World!"™ Tt
was at tnis point that Zsohyr's human= qualities overruled her loyalty to
Hydron, Hdellfire, and Wagnum =nd she betray=d them. She was imrmediataly cao-

5




tured ard olacad in bondaze for the entive twslfth issue; unfortunately,
this was how sh2 was pictured on her only cover. Joinin- her for a time

in cantivity were kichard "Ason" Harper and Paul Olddan, s pair of shady
characters not hardened enough to withstand casting in thair collective lot
with ¥'Kantu, Pr. Skarab, Ron, Janice, and Zeohyr. HYowever, Hydron's energy
bands which suspended the three in mid-air over Cairo were cancelled when
Ron shot him, TIn the end, Ron, Janice, "Asn,”" and Olddan focused their col-

lective mental prowess through the Ruby Scerab as well as N'Kantu, TCr. Skarab,

anc¢ Zeohyr and permanently ousted the snirits of the three Elementals from
this dimension. But all was not well: the Huby Scarab had bzen made power-
less, thus unable to {nerhams) restore N'Ksntu's body.

As pnreviously stated, SUPERNATURAL THRTLLERS writers Steve Gerber, Tony
Tsebella, Len Wein, and John Warner left many unanswered questions—most
concerning Zephyr—when the Living Yummy's sitrip and the magazine hastily
were cancelled with SUPERNATTRAL THRTLLERS #15 (October, 1975). For in-
stance, what is the difference in abilities betwesen Zeohyr and Grystal, one
of the Tnhumans? Crystal is billad as an Elemental (like Zaohyr) and John-
ny Storm's ex-sweetheart has been known to conjure similar meteorological
mayhem. And how do Zeohyr and the newest X-Woman, Storm, relate to each
other? Plus,is there any connection . >
betwe=sn Zeohyr and the other Elementals
and the Marvel character known simoly
as Mother Nature, seen in DOCTOR STRANGE
#6-9? The total vhenomena which the
four Elementals control-—wind currents,
water and orecipitation, fire, and
earth-—comnrise thoss abilitles tradi-
tionally bestowed upon the Mother Na-
ture concept as well as the DOCTOR
STRANGE character seen in Dormammu-

Umar storyline. Occasionally such

cases of mythological duality and seem-
irg paradoxes crop un at Marvel,another
example being Satan in GYOST RIDER and
THE SN OF SATAN and Pluto and Menhisto
in THOR and THE CHAMPIONS. This speci-
fic question was exnlained somewhat in
the l=ttercol of THOR #227; that "arma-
dillo,” as the Marvel letter column
writers are called, claimed that Mephis-
to and Satan, at l=ast, are one and the
same, Does this mean that Yother Nature
and the Elementals—and maybe even Crys-
tal and Storm—are manisfestations of the same being or concept?

Crystal, a.k.a. Mrs, Quicksilver, is certainly living and breathing,
but are the Elementals flesh-and-blood or snirits? The quartet is millions
of years old and =ach Elemental seems to be more of a pergonification of a
ma2teorological occurrence than an actual nerson,

Then, 'like a deathless breath of breeze, the mistress
of the winds is cone from the castle-out-of-time, borne
uoon the zale that fills the void, back to Barth,..2

Doas this nassage surzest science-fiction-like televortation, astral
~rojsction, or a snirit?

On nace Tifteen of SUPERNATURAL TURTLLERS, Zeohyr hinted at srowing in-
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fatuation and feelings of emnathy and symoethy in har for L'Kantu. She
"sided with these humans," as Tydron nut it, in order to nelp the Hummy in
finding a way to return to a true life. Thsn,at ths denousment of the world-
shaking war, Zeohyr joined "Aso" and Olddan in their travels, leaving the
Mummy and the other b2hind! If she had as much feeling for N'Kantu as she
claimed, why did she run off with Olddan and "Asp?"

On 2 less "heavy" note, Zephyr's past as a serving wench in a tavern
(of which she was ashamed) was mentioned vasuely
on several occasions. Since this nart of her long
1ife occurrzd before she aciuired her Elemental
nowers—and she's been the wind mistress for cen-
turies—could her heritage somshow be tied in with
the “Tyborian Age, chronicled in Marvel's best-sel-
line CONAN THE RARBARIAN macazine? Or with Xull or
Hed’ﬁonja? Tn my oninion, Zenhvr is more suited to
sword-and-sorcery and mystical adventures than thoss
of a straight suner-heroine, such as the Valkyrie or
the Scarlet Witch, "Membershin® in the Defenders is
not for her!

T would greatly aooreciats any letters of com-
ment from you which T might have evokad by the con-
jectures of the last six parazraohs. T know of
some devout Zeohyr-lovers in comicdom; is your op-
inion of her similar or unfavorable?

SUPERNATURAL TYRTLLERS and its cast of charac-
ters have been absent for months now. SUPERNATURAL
THRTLLERS #15's lettercol made a promise that Len
Wein would %iz up anv loos= =nds from the Living
Mummy strip in an upcoming story in THE INCREDIBLE
HUIX mazazine, but—~for all of the fine tnings a-
Sout Yarvel——ons bad point about the comvany is
their frequent nezligence of keeping promises
(see "The Tigra Papers” in TYE HEROTWNE ANDICT #7
and "A Second lLook abt 'The Tigra Papers'" next is-
sue). WMy dictionary also calls a zeohyr "a ovassing
thinz:" is this intriguine heroine Zephyr really
"oone with the wind," as Bob Rodi fearsd in a let-
ter in SUPERNATURAL THRILLERS #157 Marvel Comics'
heroine roster has been shortened enourh latzly, ;
what with Mantis' celestial devarture and Thundra's ) ‘
seamine slide into oblivion. Tony "The Tiger" Tsabella worked for freer
(Cat/Tigra) Nelson's re-debut and succeeded; can—or will—h=s do the same
for Zeohyr, another heroine whom h2 has scrinted?

JEFF  THOMPSON
6807 Pennywell Drive

Writel  &an

Nashville, Tennessse

1. SUPERNATURAL THRTLLERS #8, p. 22. 2. #10, o, 1h.

SRR BEY AR R R R R RT PR EER MR RA AR AAA A AR ARRRRARA LRSS AR PRPRRERE YRR

7



L~ THERE WAVE BEEN A LOT OF AEW/
HEROINES ON THE SCENE LATELY , CSEE
COVERD),IN (OMILS ,REPRINT BOOKS AS
WELL AS A FEW GALS ON TY!

INEFFABLE EMMAL  ComineG s0on!
AS PLANED BY DIANA  HANNA - BARBERA

RIGG ,SHE'S To RETVRN HAS BOVGHT THE
AS THE AVENGERS TEEN TITANS , TO
&0 INTO NEW AD - CARTOON FOR TV, /
VENTURES!

OUT OF ThE 70+
RECENT BEROINES)
VILLAINESSES , AND
PART TIME GIRL
} FRIENDS (TVE
) DECIDED T0
FUHOTLINE Y, .

BC SUPER -
STARS #2 WITH
REPRINTS OF

RAWKG IRL AND.

¥ ORA
JOINS THE

KNIGHTS OF

J THE GALAXY INA

//@:6 BARDA 15 - ‘
BACK! FIRST 133VE / s
7 SPECIAL 7 /3 (DC) A
//// ON NEW GENES/IS
/ WITH HUSBAND SCOTT y
FREE AGAINST DARKSEIDS A#4

PARADEMONS ! yy

L& SPACE 1999 *3 o
N FROPM CHARLTON s
RPITs CoRA =Ty s
RS AGAINST v QN
JES V7N
T DR: HfLEN
RUSSEL S

Iy

o

g C\‘ng‘c‘;tgb‘ka
3 & e -
<ot OPT a5t @ o gl
R Qa“\Lfg

L EXCEPTION,
% WIUTHS
ON YOUR
LEFT,
SAND
SAREF,
WHO
SPENT
A FEW
W2EKS
WITH THE
SPIRT
N SEARCH
of THE
JEWEL 6F
GIZEH. ON
THE RGHT,
CROOKED
LAWYER
“sup” CLAWS,
AND,ELLEN
DOLAN,
CENTER
THE
IPIRITS STEADY
GIRL, AND ONE OF
THE FEW  wHO

ALETA [STARHAWK , A VERY

MY STERIOUS LADY. WNIKKI

FROM /MERCURY JOINS THE »

GROUP THIS, 1SSVE ... S /. e
7L

@I, M NIKRI, AND DON'T YOO FORGET 1T/ MERC
2 Al GAVE ME THIS NUTTY COSTUME <O WERR
. ﬂAs LONG AS | TELL YOU TO WATCH THE

%
¢
(5

BIONIC WOMAN SERIES ON ABL-TY!
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{N THE HEROINE ADPDICT g cuom! :
AND, THANKS 7O AL TAMNER AND KIRK HASTINGS FOR THE IDEA
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NEWS!)

And Other Pertinent Points - - > By Al Tanner, editor

Wow! Our planning is developing so fast and in so
‘many directions that I can barely keep with up with all
the developments at this point, much less report them
to you in "Club News." I'm beginning to feel more like

the ringmaster of a three~ring circus than an editor. Don't blame me if I
hoid back some things as surprises for you, but let's have a look at some of
the highlights of what's going on here.

The British edition of THA, which editor Martin Lock has dubbed THA/UK,
is now a certainty although a publishing date has not yet been established.
As we had tentatively announced earlier, it will contain all-new material by
several British writers and artists as well as many of our regular AHPA staff
members. The issue will be printed in London and distributed to the several
hundred subscribers to Martin's own fanzine, BEMUSING MAGAZINE. There will
then be a delay of about six weeks while our U.S. copies take a boat ride
across the Atlantic, and then we'll mail THA/UK to all of our CHFC subscri-
bers. I think you'll get a kick out of seeing Martin's editorial approach to
the THA concept. The cover illo, incidentally, is a beauty!

In the meantime, fifty copies of THA #9 will enjoy a boat ride in the op-
posite direction, and upon their eventual arrival in London will be placed in
bookshops for sale to British fans. Those of you who may be reading those
copies may, I hasten to point out, subscribe to THA and our other AHPA publi~-
cations without the exhorbitant extra cost of sending us international money
orders. You can subscribe through Martin Lock, our British representative,
and send your payments directly to him at 33 Chester Road, Northwood, Middx
HA6 1BG. See pages 2 and 3 for general information, and contact Martin re-
garding any other questions you may have.

Before moving on to other subjects, I want to tell everyone how pleased
I have been with Mr. Lock's spirited, intelligent handling of his role as our
official agent in the United Kingdom. The CHFC seems well on its way to be-
coming a genuinely international "club," and while our AHPA publications are
apparently proving quite popular with British readers, nevertheless our
trans-Atlantic progress is largely due, from a practical standpoint, to the
resourceful cooperation and efforts of our reliable British agent.

As you all know by now, THE ADVENTURESS #2 was finally published. Need-
less to say, the delay was caused by unavoidable deadline problems. I have
subsequently made some important changes in our staff operating system, how-
ever, and I believe we should be able to deal much more successfully with
such problems in the future. Most of the camera-ready contents of TA #3 are
already in hand. Shamrock and Pixie will return in their second adventure
(yes, they'll be in dire trouble again), Alix and Illisone will be back, and
the Skull Goddess saga will take a new turn. The issue will include two or
three other stories also as you'll see for yourself around the end of March.

Our thanks to those of you who have sent us your thoughtful comments on
TA #2 - and incidentally, reader reaction has generally been very positive
thus far. One of the reader judgments which has become quite apparent in
the idight of our first two fiction issues is that there is a place in TA for
stories in both the illustrated-prose and the strip formats when they are
handled well by writers and artists. We'll continue to develop series in

both stvles, as well as in various fiction genre.
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Speaking of variety, our readers
have seemed very pleased with the
balance between text and artwork in
THA issues. In fact, many have re-
garded the way in which virtually

THE HEROINE GALLERY
by Scott Taylor

every text feature has been appro- W——
priately illustrated as a relatively

unique strongpoint of our publishing N

concept. N\

I think the purpose and value of
THE HERCINE ADDICT'S ART PORTFOLIO
are , therefore, rather obvious. The
portfolio gives you a chance to see
our popular artists' work when they
are turned loose to really do their
thing in a zine devoid of text, but

devoted entirely to full-scale il- HE

lustrations! I know (because you've

said so) that you have enjoyed their a1 o pa
illustrating of our highly-regarded . &
THA articles and columns. Now, in 2

the portfolio, vou see them in a il

"free-style" presentation of their © B
talents and interests.

What do you think? Should the
portfolio become an amnual extrava- Shls
ganza of full-page artwork? Should
we switch to a larger (albeit some- . St
what more expensive) page format for e
this kind of publication? As usual,
we'll be glad to respond to any con-
sensus of reader opinion which may
develop. We await your views.

Known only as Sonya, this
ex-Communist security agent once
helped the Fightin' Five complete
one of their missions and defec—

Here's a point I don't want to |[ted at the same time! An FF mem-
overlook: If you, as a CHFC subscri- |ber killed during that mission
ber, did not receive a copy of THE was replaced by Sonya, but though
HEROINE ADDICT'S ART PORTFOLIO #1 the CIA cleared her, when she
along with this copy of THA #9, that {donned her blue uniform she was
is because the current balance in still not fully trusted by some
your subscription account was not members! This all took place in
sufficient to cover the cost of both |the pages of Charleton's comic
zines. When you send us a payment to|THE PEACEMAKER.
renew your account, be sure to in-
clude a request for the portfolio. This is a special issue which our readers
and lettercol writers are no doubt going to be talking about for a long time
to come. Don't let yourself be left out.

By the way, the above point is a good example of why so many of our
readers make sure to keep their account balances paid up at all times. (One
subscriber has a current balance of more than $20 for instance.) That's the
only way a heroine addict can be sure not to miss any of our regular mailings
of mew AHPA material. T hope you can take a hint.

According to the latest reports, Dwayne and Mercy have THE COMPLEAT
DIRECTORY OF COMICS HEROINES (and villainesses) moving along right in line
with its estimated publication date. I've seen a copy of Dwayne's layout of
the first page and have given the format and content my wholehearted approval.
This will obviously be a terrific reference book for all comics fans, and

"scholarly value'" aside, it will be fascinating just to browse through the

11



write-ups and illustrations of hundreds of adventure fems of the present and
past. If you're a serious collector in the comics field, you'll probably
want to invest in more than one copy of this very-special publication when
it becomes available. Yes, it could easily become, in due course, a genuine
collectors’s item.

While on the subject of investments, I can report now that the high-
bidders in our fourth auction of original AHPA artwork bought 39 of the 51
published illustrations offered, paying a total of $110.70. All payments
have been received and all original artwork mailed to the high-bidders.

More and more of you, by the way, are beginning to submit bids in our
original~inked-artwork auctions, and I hope this trend will continue in our
fifth auction, for which you have already received bidding forms. From what
they've told me, high-bidders have been more than satisfied with their in-
vestments, and I hope more of you CHFC members will be successful in start-
ing or furthering your personal collections of original artwork through our
AHPA auction offerings.

Speaking again of our plans for the future, one has to do with our THA
covers. The logo which you've seen first on the cover of this issue will be
appearing on the covers of all future issues, superimposed, of course, on a
series of double-page illustrations by our top artists. The lettering de-
signed by Mercy Van Vlack carries out our basic idea beautifully, and I think
you'll agree that the use of this distinctive standard superimposed logo will
add a nice touch of extra class to THA. We expect to follow a similar plan
on covers for THE ADVENTURESS.

There have been some new developments in our AHPA staff organization
also, as you may have noticed on the page-three masthead. Steve Johnson has
been appointed assistant editor and will be handling some important responsi-
bilities in organizing certain special publications and projects. His role
should help to make our overall publishing operation more effective, to the
benefit of everyone concerned. Some of you may be hearing from him in con-
nection with future AHPA activities. Steve's series of profiles of Golden
Age comics heroines begins in this issue, and with appropriate input from me
and other staff members, he will be producing a new feature, "Fan Focus,”
which will replace the Awards page starting with THA #10.

Tom 0'Reilly has returned to artwork on a more-or-less full-time pro-
fessional basis, and this has paved the way for his appointment as AHPA art
editer, a post he would otherwise have assumed quite a while ago. Tom will
help in various ways to develop and coordinate the growing "art department"
of the AHPA.

We are very pleased to welcome the talented Wes Smith as a new staff
artist. He has drawn the cover assignment for THA
#10 and will no doubt rapidly gain a whole new
flock of fans within the CHFC.

Chris Padovano's popular charicatures have, of
course, become a fixture in the quarterly Club News
as we spotlight "the heroine of honcr." This time
our supererogate salute goes to the newest TV ad-
venture heroine, The Bionic Woman. (Meamwhile, we
are still hoping to see ABC inaugurate a Wonder
Woman series sooner or later. Perhaps the success
of BW will influence the network's thinking in re-
gard to WW.)

Chris's unique charicature style will also be
applied to illos accompanying a series of tongue-
in-cheek limericks by one of our overseas members
starting in this issue. (Please don't everyone try
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to send us limericks, however.
If we decide to seek more of
them for publication later, we
will let you all know.)

In the midst of everything
else that's going on, we are
proceding with cur plans to pro-
duce photocopied special-order
|booklets and other material on
a non-subscription basis for
fans with special interests
which lie beyond the scope of
THE ADVENTURESS. What we have in
mind (though this oversimplifies
the matter) is to create adven-
ture stories which sort of 'pick
up where WONDER WOMAN and the
original The Avengers TV series
left off." They'll be illus-
itrated on a professional basis
by some of our most able and
experienced artists.

1f you are among those who
|have requested information con-
cerning our special-order ma-
terial and have not yet received
same, don't worrys; you will be
notified of what becomes avail-
able. It looks as if 8-~to-12-
page booklets will have to be
priced within the $2-to-$4
range, by the way, and we re-
gretfully acknowledge that they
- Kathleen Glancy will lie beyond the budgets of
Edinburgh, Scotland|most of the comic-book-reading

QVERSEAING THE SCENE

Phantom Lady, with no mask in place,
STUL in secret identity sitays;

And the heason L4 clear:

In that costume, 1 feax,

Not a man she meets Looks at her face!

younger CHFC members. Actually,
we expect most of their buyers to be non~THA subscribers for just that very
reason, although in that connection perhaps I should make it clear here
that they will not be "for adults only" as far as the nature of their con-
tent is concerned. Our special-order material will in some respects be "in-
appropriate" for inclusion in THE ADVENTURESS, but it will not fall into the
category of pornography or "adult literature."

As our staff members and those other readers who subscribe to the
monthly AHPA Staff Bulletin have already seen in one of the reviews we have
photocopied in the bulletin, THA has been described by a reviewer in a pro-
minent British magazine as being, in his words, "the friendliest U.S. fan-
zine I've seen."” While I hastily disclaim any definitive knowledge of what
makes a fanzine "friendly," I nevertheless gladly accept this particular
accolade on behalf of our certainly-very-friendly AHPA staff. We all hope
that we have come through to you in that way, and we'll try to continue to
do so. After all, that's what we feel the semi-professional publishing game
is all about!

I'm afraid there's no friendly way to point out the slight increase in THA
and TA prices as of this issue other than simply to explain that this increase
is necessary if we are to continue to produce these zines for you in the face
of higher postage rates and other rising costs. I'm sure you'll agree that
our prices are still well in line with those charged by other publishers of

speciglized limited-press material of comparable scope and quality.
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Pault of
Yillainesses

World Public Enemy Number One! Beliewve it or not,
Poison Ivy once possessed that title, although her
standing has certainly dropped in recent years. She
became Number One after beating the other three contes-
tants: Dragon Fly, Tiger Moth, and Silken Spider (the
Catwoman must have been in prison, to say nothing of
all the male villains on Earth-1).

Pamela Isley, an auburn-tressed beauty with the
(mutant?) ability to "scale walls like ivy", became the
villainous Poison Ivy, using her extensive horticultur-
al knowledge against her foes. While experimenting
with various plants, she must have found cne which can
weaken a man's will, making it easy for him to be hyp-
notized. She used this strategy with the Batman in
‘her first appearances. His case of "poison ivy" made
iit difficult to defeat her.

Her first weapons were in her hair, different strands would contain ex—
plosives or poisons. After her release from prison, however, she apparently
stopped using this method, prdbably because of the high risk involved. Dur-
ing a fight she might pull out the wrong strand, a mistake that might lead
to her capture. More recently, with the help of Chronos, a fellow-felon,
she developed a gun that would accelerate plant growth. Thig weapon was
smashed by Aquaman, but when she gets out of prison again she will probably
construct another one.

After her initial capture by the Batman, she apparently lost confidence
in her own abilities. When she fought the Thorn, she was working with the
100 and had their gqunmen backing her up. In her next appearance, she had
joined the Injustice Gang of the World, a group of oft-defeated villains
that found safety in nuwbers. Not being willing to trust each other, they
were easily defeated by the Justice League. When she is released from pri-
son, perhaps she will realize that alliances have gotten her no further than
she was before, and go back to working alone. Batman would probably be no
match for her plant growth-accelerator; Aguaman only defeated her because of
his superior strength. The Thorn also makes a great foe for her —— the Flo-
ral Fury against the Viny Villainess! If the Thorn ever returns in new
stories, Poison Ivy is a logical choice for her first adventure.

One aspect of her perscnality that fortunately has nct been dredged up
in her subsequent appearances has been her affection for Batman. When she
first fought him, she was obviously attracted to him, much like many of his
other female foes. Perhaps her long stay in prison after he ceptured her
caused her to realize that he wasn't worth loving. Besides, between Catwo-
man and Talia, Ivy wouldn't have much of a chance for Batman's love. One
nmore "villainess-who-loves-Batman" would be more than I could take!

POISON IVY's appearances: BATMAN #181 and $#183, LOIS LaNE #116,
JUSTICE IEAGUE #111
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“The Return of The Bienic Wom

An Evaluation
By Kirk Hastings

"Sweet Jaime, I'1i love you forever
For I know we'll never part.
I love you like I've loved no other
Make room for me in vour heart.”
-—- Trom the song "Sweet Jalme" (1975)
As of this writing, nighttime network TV's first regular
geries featuring a super-powered heroine has passed 11is third
episode, and the saga of Jaime Sommers, otherwise known as "The
Bionic Women", continues from where it first began 'way back in
March of 1975. The character has come a long way (baby?) since
that time, and last issue I attempted to briefly chronicle her
"pipth" on THE SIX MILLION DOLLAR MAN, her subsequent "death”,
and then her "rebirth"” months later on the same series. This
1ssue I will concern myself with shedding some insight on her
development (and possible ruination) since the start of her own
seriess.

On ‘the September 2lst (1975) episode of THE SIX NMILLIOW
DOLLAR MAN, where we last saw Jalme before the inception of her
own series (excluding reruns) she was svnirited away to a Colo-
rado hospital complex for "peace and rest", still remembering
notning of her past life and her flancee-to-be, Steve Austin.
Thigs was a very painful situation for Austin, even thouch, par-
adoxically, it came about because of his own susg-estion. Thus
did the producers of TFE 3IX ¥ILLION DOLLAR ¥aN prepare Jailme
for entry into her own TV vehlcle -~~~ they had, in effect, suc-
cessfully "liberated" Jaime from her originator, lover, and fi-
ancee, Steve Austin, without whom she never would have become
"The Bionic woman". She was then "free" mentally, emotlionally,
and physically from Austin, so that each character could go
thelr separate ways.

Thus did the producers make thelir first mlstake.

Since the ratiags for the "Blonlc Woman" epilsodes of THE
SIX MILLION DOLLAR MAN boosted the program into the top 5, tnhe
show's producers naturally became anxious to try to duplicate
that feat week after week, by »nlacing Jaime in her own series.
And this is exactly what they did. But, in this writer's opin-
ion, they made one serious error that could possibly, at worst,
mean the prenature death of both THFE SIX ¥WILLION DOLLAR MAN and
the new BIONIC WOMAN.

The nature of that error 1s thils: the producers of THE
314 MILLION DOLLAR MAN don't seem to realize that most of the
inherent charm of the character Jalme Sommers comes not from
the fact that she is simply a "blonic woman" --- but from the
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fact that she is a "bionic woman”
in love with Steve Austin, a'bl-
onic nan'. In other words, the
relationship between Steve and
Jaime ls wnat made the orisinal
"Bionic Woman" episodes so fasg-
cinating --=- and so heartbreak-
ingly tragic, when Jalme died on
the operating table and Steve
wnlspered a tearful goodbye to
her,

Put now all that has been
changed. Part of the tragic ef-
fect of the original eplsodes
faded when Jalme was subsequent-
ly restored to 1life, but this
logs of dramatic effect was over-
come by the sheer expectancy of
naving Steve and Jalme back to-
sether ar-ain.

Eut now even tnat 1s zone
-== the characters are now almnost
totally separated from each
other; Jalime still doesn't remem-
ber that she once loved Steve
Austin, and Austin has suddenly
(abruptly mizht be a better word)
stopped dreaming of the s irl he
once loved over all others. Only
infrequent, minor "crossovers"
of the cnaracters from one ser-
les to another supports the fact
that they ever knew each other
at all. And these anpearances
are "played down" so that they
are for continuity purposes only.
One wonders how long 1t will be before tine shows' producers have
Steve and Jalme both find new "steadles", as they're already
leaning in that direction with both shows.

Ti:e blg question 1s: can the TV audience be satisfied with
returning to watching a "mechanical"”, unsmotional, one-sided
Steve Austin on Sunday nights after seein: the fascinating new
side to hle cnaracter that Jalme brousnt out so dramatically?
And can that same TV audlence also sustain its interest in
Jalime Sommers on Wednesday nigchts minuas “teve austin?

Tnis wrilter, personally, thinks not. Though I happen to
like both characters and both shows a [reat deal, I would be
very surprised to see THE RIONIC WONMAN last beyond this TV sea-
gon., And I'm still reserving judgment on THE SIX YILLION DOLLAR
MAN. On the other hand, maybe I'll be pleasantly surprised.
Steve and Jalme manage to get themselves out of some pretty
ticht situatlons with the aid of their artificial strength ---

Can they hope to overcome the nressures of an artificial
medium? 17




“TVE GOT YOU ROPED NYOKA ’/
NOW ILL TIE YOU TO A TREE---"

BEING A SUPERHERO OR SUPERHEROINE 15
NOT ALWAYS EASY...
PRESENTING ./
THE PANEL MINI-POSTER ¥

84%" X 11" POSTER SETS WHICH PAINFULLY
RELIVE SOME OF THE REALLY T7TERR/BLE
SITUATIONS THAT OUR COMIC FAVORITES
CAN GET THEMSELVES INTO...

EACH |LLO 15 A FAITHFUL REPRODUCTION
OF A ORIGINAL COMIC PANEL -- ENLARGED
TO AN 8% X 11" MINI-POSTER..

DONE IN THE ORIGINAL ARTISTS STYLE,
IT'S LIKE OWNING OR/GINAL ARTWORK ?
YOU CAN COLLECT EM.. COLOR EM *,
SERIES NO.4 CIN JEOPARDY)
SET-1A (HEROINES) - SET-1B (HEROS)

NYOKA CAPTAIN AMERICA
WONDER WOMAN ATOM
BATG/RL BATMAN AND ROBIN
PHANTOM LADY SPIDER-IMAN
SHANNA FLASH
ONLY $1-00 (INCI. POST.) FOR EACH

5 |LLO SETFY $2.00 FOR ALL TENF
HoW CAN YOU MISS ? ‘

SEND FOR YOUR SGET(s) NOw..
(THIS 1S A LIMITED PRINT RuUN.)
SEND TO:

THOMAS O'RE/LLY
SR22A-WEST CRAIGHEAD RD.
CHARLOTTE, N.C. 28206

XLIKE ORIGINAL ARTWORK THESE ILLOS
ARE BLACK AND WHITE...
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by Scott Gibson

Any heroine-fan worth his or her mettle should be made aware of an 'All-
Girl Extravaganza' published by National Periodicals in 1969. If you are a
follower of DC's super-femmes and you don't already own DC SPECIAL #3, then I
strongly urge you to scare up a copy from somewhere. It was only the first of
a couple of salutes to the DC heroines, and majority opinion holds that it was
not a very good one, but the fact that it was an all-heroine book is a mark of
distinction.

] All early dissues of DC SPECIAL carried the tag line
*The Daring and the Different." And there was never a re-
print magazine more qualified to say that. The editors
obviocusly spent a good deal of time selecting interesting
and unique "themes" and good reprints. The 3rd issue
 (April-June, 1969, 25¢, 64 pages), was an All-Heroine edit-
ion, highlighted by 2 beautiful Neal Adams/Nick Cardy cover.
The interior contents were something less than spectacular,
however. The book started off with & never-before-printed
Golden Age Wonder Woman story, "The Cheetah's Thought
Prisoners.™ After reading a few pages, it is easy to tell
why it had never been printed. The tale was extremely
confusing, as it dealt with a 'thought-prism' which could
make a person appear to look like anyone he or she wanted
to. The prism had been stolen by The Cheetah, and through-
out the tale, it was difficult to tell who was whom. The
Cheetah used this invention to disguise herself in about
four different roles, while making Etta Candy, the other
k Hollidey girls and Paula Von Gunter all appear as Cheetah
herself. Understandably confusing? If was noble of DC to give us a look at
vintage Wonder Woman, but surely a better and less complicated story might have
been substituted. ’

This was followed by a reprint of one of the best Supergirl stories ever
written; "The Maid of Menace,” which recounted the Girl of Steel's first confron-
tation with her arch-foe, Black Flame. Fest-paced and in-
telligent, and the presence of Supergirl's number one foe
made the tale an excellent choice for the issue.

But the issue'’s high point was a vintage Black Canary
B-pager. Also a Golden Age story which had never seen print,
"Special Delivery Death" stands as testimony to why that era
was dubbed the Golden Age. Script, plot, art...everything
was excellent.

But then subject matter began to stray. The editors
threw in a dubious science-fiction reprint titled "Girl in
the Golden Flower," which dealt with a fantasy girl that
some lovesick guy kept meeting in his dreams. It had al-
most no bearing on the issue's theme. The book wound to a
conclusion by reprinting Green Lantern's first encounter
with his "friendly foe,"” Star Sapphire. While this story did bear more relation
to the heroine-theme, it seemed to open an entirely new avenue of adventures
featuring villainesses, rather than ringing down the curtain on a semi-triumph-

ant showcase of DC's super-heroines.
19
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GOLDEN AGE GIRLY

Featuring: Golden Girl (with Captain America)
Ins “Colden Girl" (origin story) - 12pgs.
Froms Captain America Comics #66 - April 1948

Bucky's been shot!

After years of batiling countless Nazis, Japs, and assorted villians, Bucky
is shot by the villianess Lavender in his attempt, with Captain America, to

stop a robbery of ambergris; "an essential ingredient of most expensive per-
fumes”,

Cap abandons the fight and lets Lavender and her gang escape as he rushes
Bucky to the hospital. Bucky pulls through a tough operation, but remains
in eritieal condition, and unmasked (!) in the hospital, for the rest of
the story.

A touch of realism in comics? Or perhaps, an excuse to introduce a new
character to the strip? (Right, heroine fans!)

Cap is encountered by his old girl friend, Betsy Ross (honest!), at the hos-
pital, who offers her condolences on Bucky's condition. Cap goes in to see
Bucky and promises at Bucky's bedside to “"get Lavender” for him, Cap and
Betsy leave the hospital together, and the thought occurs to Cap that he
should have a partner to help catch Lavender., And why not "a woman to help
capture a woman"? Why not Betsy Ross?

"Later Betsy Ross has a caller...”s Captain America, asking to talk with
her! While Betsy finishes the dishes, Cap asks her if she went in for ath-
letics in school, A very candid Betsy admits to having won the woman's hun-
dred meter race in college, and to having been the champlon weight lifter
among the girls, She alsoc reveals that she studied boxing and wrestling
under two former champions,

She naturally follows her resume with the question, "why?". And Cap res-
ponds by removing his mask to Betsy's exclaimation of "Steve Rogers!”.

Cap asks Betsy to become his partner while Bucky is in the hospital, and she
accepts. The following days are busy as she recieves training from Cap and
as she designs her costume. :

"Night, and through the shadows move Captain America and his new partnexr”,
Golden Girl! Cap and GG find Lavender engaged in stealing a shipment of
furs. In the ensuing battle, an over zealous GG knocks Cap out of the way
of a knife thrown by Lavender. This.action leads to the escape of Lavender
and her gang, with the furs. Cap later explains ito GG that he had seen the
knife and could have easily protected himself with his shield.

Several days pass and a disconsolate Betsy is trying to forget her failure
in her first battle, when she spots one of the stolen furs on a .lady on the
street. After some great detective work and a painstaking hunt, Betsy
arrives, in costume, at the abartment of Steve Rogers.

A quick explaination, a change into costume by Cap, and a cross town jaunt,
finds Cap and GG. soon engaged in a battle with Lavender and her gang, Cap
takes care of the gang, while GG captures Lavender with a well aimed bottle
of lavender (naturally!) perfume.

Lavender and her gang are turned over to the authorities, and Cap and GG
seal thelr adventure with a kiss.,

Later, Cap and.GG visit Bucky at the hospital and tell him of what has
transpired. Bucky promises to get well quickly, so that Betsy doesn't do
him out of his job, and Cap closes with the compliment, "No crime fighter
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ever had two part-
ners like you,”

Unfortunately the
$15 to $30 price
tag puts this his-
toric issue out of
the reach of many
heroine fans. But
this well drawn 12
page story is cer-
tainly worth own-
ing-

The story and art
present Golden Girl
as an intelligent,
sensitive, athle-
tic, and incredibly
beautiful heroine,
One drawback in the
story is that the
great detective
work done by GG in
tracing the stolen
fur back to Laven-
der, is condensed
to a single line of
seript. This would
have made quite an
exciting story in
itself, as a novice
heroine goes out on
her own!

Bucky did not dis-
appear from the
pages of C.A, with
the intro of Golden
Girl. In this same
issue Bucky appears
in a 6 page story
with Cap, as heal-
thy as ever, It is
likely that Bucky
continued to appear
with Cap in the
other stories which

Costume: Yellow/Gold, with green skull cap, backed up the ap-
cape, belt, and boots pearances of Cap

Mask: Black and GG in Captain

Hair: Blonde America Comics,
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Golden Girl continued as Cap's partner, and appeared with him in:

Captain America Comics #66-68,70-73 (April 1948 - July 1949)
cover appearances: #67,68,70-72

Marvel Mystery Comics #87-92 (August 1948 - June 1949)
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Steven R, Johnson, 16385 Two Bar Rd,, Boulder Creek, CA 95006
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BY RICH MORRISSEY

It may be that we owe the
presence of the first regular TV
series featuring a super-herocine
to pure accident. T?ve heard
that, hoping to repeat the suc~
cess of his tremendously popular

*Shazaml® TV show, Norm Prescott attempted

to get the rights to Captain Marvel®s old
Fawcett chum, Ibis the Invincible, but

found them too expensive. Not one to let
~a good idea go down the drain, his Filma-

tion studioc cooked up a feminized version
> of the Egyptian hero.

Nevertheless, Prescott has taken great
pains to tie his new "Isis® show in with “Shazam!,* which imme-
diately preceds it on the Saturday morning schedule. In ex-
change for the comic~-book rights to Isis (which at present it
has no intention of using), DC has agreed to let the two series
be presented together as the *Shazam/Isis Hour.” Filmation®s
attempt to link what are basically two seperate series has resul-
ted in some amusing narrative deoubletalk, such as *And now for
some scenes from next week®s ®Shazam/Isis Hour® -- Part Iy °Sha-
zami'® Tt also means that *Isis® actually starts slightly be-
fore it°s official time of 10330 == as I learned to my sorrow
after “Shazam® reverted to reruns. (In Central zones it begins
at 9330 -- a 1ittle too early for Beb, so he®s pressured me into
reviewing it for him.)

At first #Tsis,” though deriving many elements from it®s
successful predecessor, seemed to be aimed at a somewhat older
audience, Andrea Thomas, who derives her Isis powers from an
ancient amulet given to her Egyptian ancestress, Queen Hatchep-

gput (information derived from the opening segment -- regrettab-
iy, no origin episode has been done) was originally intended to
be == and in the early segmenis, appeared to he -- a college

prefessor. Although the stories did contain the "kids in trou-
ble* theme worked to death by "Shazami® -- and, like Captain
Marvel, Isis would repeat the moral at the end to make sure the
viewers understood it == there were also plenty of genuine
adult criminals for Isis to battle (at least as much as the pre-
sent creed of nonvioclence would allow) with the natural powers
granted her by her namesake goddess. There were even some rel-
atively mature (for a children®s program) elements of mystery;
one episode involved an ex-convict who was victimized by an un-
known criminal‘®s frame-up; another inveolved very odd-looking
UF0°s. The money that was saved on flying scenes (if I tried
to fly in the position Isis uses, my back would ache for a
month) was evidently used for better special effects and less
severely limited casts than those in "Shazam!®

The very attractive JoAnna Cameron (she spells her name in
that outre fashion) pertrayed Andrea and her alter-ego with
depth, sensitivity and a sense of humor. Rick Mason, a colleague
of Andrea‘’s whose exact relationship with her remains a matter of
conjecture, was portrayed somewhat less well adeguately by Brian
Cutler, and Joanna Pang was somewhat better as Cindy Lee, Andrea's
young lab assistant. (And it°s nice, for once, to see an Orien-
tal character who is not a villain or a master of the martial
artsi) o

All in all, it looked as if this was a series that would
successfully capture the female audience -~ and a large propor-
tion of the male audience past the age of puberty.

Unfortunately, some changes have been made in the fermat
g8ince the program®s inception == not all of them for the bettier.
Andrea and Rick have new been established as high school teach-
ers, evidently t¢ bring the students® age level cleser 1o that
of it®s audience. This isn®t a bad move in itself, but the set-
ting still bears traces of the original intention (the loose
scheduling of classes, Andrea®s very elaborate chemisiry lab),
and the early episodes especially appear somewhat incongruous.

Worse, the format has drifted closer and closer to that of
"Shazami” -- week after week of kids risking their lives te gain
acceptance of the crowd, and little other challenge ef any sort
for the hero(ine). The predicaments are even less original,
sometimes downright corny -- one show even featured the eternal

. : escaped gorilla who
“made friends® with
Iisis in a totally
ridiculous (unin-
tentionally, I°m
sure) ending. (Why
not & man—-eating
wolf for a change?
RBecause gorilla
suits are handy!l)
Isis alse appeared
on one “Shazami®
episcde which was
handled semewhat
better, but still
-suffered, as usual,

' from an everly ob-
vious “lesson.® (Despite the "Shazam/Isis Hour® title, apparent
1y no double-length episecde featuring beth characters have been
considered,) One interesting point in that story is that Andrea
understood at once Menter's allusion to the "Elders” when first
contacted by him -- but as Shazam was an Egyptian and is clearly
on good terms with the Egyptian gods (from whom else could he
have obtained his powers before Solomon, Hercules, and Achilles
were born?) it isn®t too hard to explain. (Captain Marvel later
returned the visit, by the way.)

»Tegis® still has it°s goed peints, though -~ especially the
heroine herself in the delightful miniskirted costume. And seme
of the shows still rise above the nermal run-- the one aired on
October 18, in which Isis had to explain the death of a deg to
it's young master, was very sensitively and movingly handled.
(Interestingly, Maude Findlay was faced with this identical prob-
lem two days later on the same network, though of course it was
treated much differently and was no doubt coincidental.) I sup-
pose it might be considered something of an evasion that it
didn't deal with, say, the beoy's grandfather®'s death instead,
but it was still and uncemmen and courageous gesture for a chil-
dren’s program, especially with this season®s emphasis on slap-
stick comedy.

No, "Isis® isn't a great or memorable series, but to me at
%east it's worth the time it takes to watch it. Try it and see
or yourself,
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This is a PRELIMINARY announcement. Ingquiries and ?
| suggestions from all interested parties (Collectors, ’

Dealers, etc.) are both welcome and encouraged.

k- The appearance of Light Lass in this issue's logo prompts me to a long-
Contact: Art Amsie,Box 7244, Wash., DC 20044 i overdue appeal. More Iegionnairesses, please! At last count there were on-
: e P 1y twenty-two active Legionnaires, which leaves room for three more menbers.
The recently-introduced Tyroc will probably be the twenty-third, but why
can't we get the other two spaces fileed with heroines? especially since we
lost two ladies with the resignations of Duo Damsel and Supergirl. Current
possibilities include Calorie Queen, White Witch, and Quantum Queen —— or
what about another girl from Cargg, who could be the second Triplicate Girl?

Fkkhk

While we're still on the subject of Iegionnairesses, you might be in-
terested in hearing that I actually had the opportunity of meeting one in
person. I was at the Creation Con in New York, at the Costume Parade, when
I saw Princess Projectra, here in the twentieth century under the alias of
the CHFC's own Mercy Van Vlack. Other heroines in attendance were Gamora
(from WARLOCK) and the Black Widow. Gamora won first place, and Projectra

Tst At came in fourth.

GIRL wypp,
the £i,

kkkdk

It was too bad that "Wonder Woman" didn't mske it as a mid-season re-
placement, but since we have "The Bionic Woman" as a consolation prize
things aren't all that bad. The actress, Lindsay Wagner, has a certain
charm that comes across especially well, and I find myself liking this show
much more than its campanion "The Six Million Dollar Man."

kkkhk

Will Batwoman ever make a comeback? Things have locked bleak for her
return for over ten years, but the lettercol of BATMAN FAMILY #5 sounded the
first hopeful note. It was actually indicated that there is indeed a chance
for a new appearance of Kathy Kane and her adventurous alter ego, depending
on reader response. And I don't want to hear any remarks about what a silly
character she was, either., Many of her adventures were quite good. Besides,
there's no such thing as a "bad" character; it all depends on how it's han-
dled.

kkrkdk
The Gone-but-not-Forgotten Dept.: Anyone out there re-
menber Madame Masque? Of course you do! She began her
career, as do most Marvel heroines, as a villainess, but
she later reformed and worked with Iron Man on a few
occasions. After that she mysteriously disappeared, and
hasn't been seen since. Since the cast of supporting
characters in IRON MAN changes campletely about every
two years, she has been one of the many casualties. But
it would be nice to see her again, if not in IRON MAN,
then perhaps in DEFENDERS or CHAMPIONS.

kkkkdk
That's all for this issue. Comments and suggestions may
be addressed to: Dwayne Best...6 Nobile Lane
Poughkeepsie, New York 12603
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THE FLY #14 (Sept., 1961) "The Menace of
the Metal Monster”

On location in Capital City to
shoot a science-fiction movie, actress
Kim Brand was visited in her dressing
room by an unusually-dressed man from
another dimension. "I am Turan, Emis-
sary of the Fly People," he told the
lovely blond girl. "I have brought you
this ring! It is exactly like the one
The Fly wears!" {The Fly was, of course,
a super-hero who had been buzzing around
busting up crime for a couple of years
at the time this tale took place. In
fact, this story had actually begun with
the Fly and Kim meeting on the set just
a few moments before she entered her
dressing room. As Turan slipped the
ring on the astonished actress' finger,
he related the tale of his people--a
civilization which had lived on the
Barth millions of years earlier. They
had developed magic to a powerful deg-
ree, but greed and corruption brought
about a worldwide war which destroyed
most of the populace and all of their
wonderful inventions. A handful of
survivors managed to escape to another
dimension. Those left behind were
reduced to nothing more than insects,
which, years later, became known as

flies.
Y LAY
;35:{:.:0,0
W
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by Scott Gibson

Turan further explained to Kim
Brand that the reason he had come to
her and given her the ring was because
The Fly was currently facing two
disasters of epic proportion, and could
not handle both of them alone. "Thus,
we decided to give another person the
same powers, so that TWO of you can
fight evill HNow rub the ring, and say
the words——'Fly-Girl!'" The actress
obeyed, and instantly was transformed
into Fly Girl. She wore a costume very
similar to Turan's, and almost ident-
ical to The Fly's, with yellow boots
and gloves, yellow trunks and belt, and
a holster at her side, equipped with
‘buzz-gun.' The legs, arms and torso
portions of the costume were of a dark
green hue. In addition, the outfit was
complemented by a large pair of trans-
parent "fly" wings. The only differ-
ence in costumes were the masks--The
Fly wore a full yellow cowl with
goggles, where Fly Girl sported only a
small green eye-mask.

Turan informed the heroine that
she had only to rub her ring and speak
her civilian name to return to her
other identity. Then, Fly Girl soared
off into action for the first time.

She aided The Fly in overcoming the two
disasters,

Naturally, the Fly was astonished
to discover another human bestowed with
the same costume and powers as his own.
Once everything was once more in
control, he congratuleted the heroine
and then demanded to know who she was.
Suprisingly, Kim told him immediately,
and without question. In return, he
revealed to her his own alter-ego.

Then the pair flew off together to find
and defeat the perpetrator of the
menaces they had so recently subdued.

Fly Girl's origin was unpretent-
ious, uncomplicated and guick; just
like The Fly's had been, two years
earlier. Wwhereas writers usually
strive to give sidskick heroes a very
different origin from the main star,

kaslw of FLY €IRL's Appearances

# = PFly Girl solo adventure

THE FLY
"Menace of the Metal Monster"

#14

#15 "Master of Disaster!®

#16 "™ar of the Worlds”

#17 "The Test Tube Flies"
"Creature Who Invaded Capital
City"

#18 "Visit to the Fly World"
"Horse of Horrors!®"
"The Monster Fly"

#19 "The Giant Buzz Gun®
"Night of the Fire Menaces"
"Invasion of the Yedieval
Monsters" *

#20 '"Prince of Flies"

"The Fissing Fly Ring"
"Fly Girl for a Day" *
#21  "iorld of Giant Cerms"
"The Anti-Fly League”
"The 30 Costumes of Fly Girl" *

#22 "Practical Joker from Planet X"
"The Comet Monster"

#2% vIce Giant from Pluto”
"LXOIII's Super Weapon®

#24 "Mystery of the Giant Fly"
"The Insect Gang" ¥

#25 "Countess of Crime"

#26 "The Spider's Revenge"

#27 "The Great Z-17 Mystery"
"Fly Girl's Pet® ¥

#29 "The Fly's worst Enemy"
"The Slave of King Spider"
"The Triple Threat Nonster”

#30 "One linute to Doom"
"The World's Whackiest Crook™
"Fly Girl meets the Comet" *

FLY MAN

#32 "Eterno the Tyrant"

#33 "Fly Man's Treacherous Team-
Mates"

#35 "Phantasmon the Terrible"

#36 "Fly Man's Strangest Dilemma"
appears only as Xim Brand)

#39 "Beware the Blockbuster”

THE MIGHTY CRUSADERS
#1  ".S. the Brain Emperor"
#2

#3  YEvil Lurks Among Us®
#4  "Too Meny Super-Heroes"
#7  "Crigin of Fly Girl" *#

Fly Girl also appeared in reprints in
the Archie SUPER-HEROES v.s. SUPER-

LVILILAINS book #1.

the creators were content to have Kim
3rand's powers spring from the very

same source and under the same condition
as the Fly's. It seemed logical--more
logical than believing that the Flash
and Kid Filash could both have gained
their super—speed abilities in

separate, yet identical lab accidents.

The twenty page tale, although
well-drawn, featured a cartoonishly-
depicted villain called the Metal
Master, whose charicaturistic appear-
ance clashed violently with his more
realistically drawn surroundings. The
Fly placed undue faith in Fly Girl, by
immedizately revealing his own secret
identity to her. It was totally out-
of-character for the normally very
reserved and cautious hero to display
such faith in his newfound ally after
having been with her only a few minutes,
but the author was evidently anxious to
dispense with such formalities and hurry
on to more exciting scenes. In all
fairness, I must point out that the Fly
had known Kim Brand for a long time
before she became Fly Girl; that might
explain his instant acceptance of her
as a super-heroine.

The story, although no literary
masterriece, was fairly well written
and held reader interest through-out.
Dialogue was somewhat weak, but the
action sequences were handled well.
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Fly Girl, in fact, was responsible for
the final defeat of the villain.

Issues #15 and #16 of THE FLY
featured three stories each, with Fly
Girl appearing in only one tale per
issue. Her role in #15 was minor, but
she played a prominent part in #16's
"War of the Worlds." By using her wits
and saying little, she was able to
uncover the secret of the villain, and
solved the case entirely on her own.

#17 featured the hercine in 2
stories. The first pitted the King and
Queen of the Insect World (as Fly and
Fly Girl ceme to be dubbed) sgainst an
alien with a shrinking ray. A shorter
tale had Fly Girl disguised as a
horrible creature as & ruse to test
The Fly's ability to overcome alien
mernaces. & rather pointless story,
"The Creature Who Invaded Capital City”
at least settled the question of which
hero was the stronger; neither. F1
and Fly Girl had the exact same sireng-
th, 2 nice change from the usual hero/
heroine set-up.

#19 led off with a tale called
"The Giant Buzz Gun," which gave Fly
Girl the chance to save the Fly from an
evil alien, as well as to perform
several super-stunts. But the issue is
more notable because it featured the
first solo Fly Girl adventure. Titled
"Invasion of the Medieval Monsters,"
the 6 peger gave FG a chance to
exercise her detective abilities, as
she uncovered a hoax about & buried
treasure.

In THE FLY #20, the Fly and Fly

Girl were performing for the kids in a
reform school when FG lost her 'fly-
ring.' It fell into the hands of one
of the kids, who gave it to his sister,
when she visited him later. Unfor—
tunately, the sister, Linda Drake, was
the head of a criminal gang called the
Amazons, and she utilized the ring to
tuwrn herself and all of her cohorts
into Fly Girls. It was the Fly who
finally caught the crooks and returned
the ring to Fly Girl, who only sat
around and cried because she had lost
her ring. Despite the Insect Queen's
foolish behavior, we did learn some-
thing more about her powers--that,
even though she had lost her ring, she
retained all of her fly-powers. The
theory was that anyone might wear the
ring, rub it and say 'Fly Girl' and be
transformed into a duplicate of the
heroine. The powers of the ring must
have been strong indeed. #20 also
featured another Fly Girl solo, "Fly
Girl for a Day" which was much too
similar to the last tale to be of real
interest., FG simply 'gave' her powvers
to the winner of a beauty contest for
24 hours. Ironically, the winner
locked exactly like Kim Brand!

0ddly, Fly Girl's foe, Linda
Drske was back in the next issuve (#2?),
as she joined a gang called the Anti-
Fly lesgue. But she didn't come in
contact with Fly Girl at sll this time;
instead, the Insect Queen was busy in
another solo-story, a S-pager which
offered little mere than the opportun=
ity of seeing FG in several different
colored Fly Girl outfits.

The heroine’s next solo adventure
was in #24, where she faced "The Insect
Gang," a group of thieves who drank a
special potion to become suver-gpowered
insects. Actually, Fly Girl pertic-
ipated only briefly in the story, and
it was Turen, Emmissary from the Fly
world who finally overcame the crooks.

"The Countess of Crime" was able
to "shock™ Fly Girl's brain into a
hypnotic state which forced the Insect
Queen to do the Countess's bidding, in
THE FLY #25. FG wound up sentenced %o
a ten-year prison term before the Fly
was finally able to save her.

"Fly Girl's Pet,” FG's next solo
adventure, came as & shock. Where all
orevious stories had been beautifully
illustrated, this 5 pager had been
drawn in simplistic cartoony style. The
plot wasn't much better. Fly Girl
adopted & metallic insect as & mascot,
until it turned ageinst her and she was
forced to destroy it.

Soon, the entire book was beseiged
by terrible art and poorly-scripted
stories. FG would get only one more
solo story, in #30, where she met
another super-hero, The Comet. She
susvected him of being a super-villain,
and they parted at the end of this 5
pager with bitterness, even though the
Comet proved to be a hero, after all.
This was the last issue of THE FLY.

In an effort presumably to boost sales,
the publishers re-christened the Fly as
FLY-MAN. Issue #31 was not released
for ancther seven months (May, 3965},
and numerous changes in the style and
direction of the book were obvious. It
now carried the 'Archie Series' label
on the cover, and Fly-Man and Fly Girl
shared the book with three other super-
heroes, Black Hood, The Comet (yep, the
same guy who had guested with Fly Girl,
and The Shield.

Understandably, with so many
cheracters in the book, Fly Girl's role
was reduced substantially. Cften, she
made only cameo appearsnces in the
steries. The art, zithough better thar
the work on issues #29 and #30, was
still a Tar cry from the superlative
pencil-work in earlier issues.

Sadly, Fly Girl never again
appeared on FLY MAN covers. GShe was
pushed into the role of & 'mother-hen,'
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always keeping her fellow teum—nates
from fighting with each other.

In #32's "sterno the Tyrant" it
was suddenly disclosed that Fly Girl
could only have her special powers for
oune hour out of every 24. Apparently
the writers felt that she was too
vowerful, and tossed in that limit-
ation to make her more vulnerable. No
one bothered to explain why she was
suddenly restricted to an hour of
super-powers when, osreviously, there
had been no limitation. Naturally, she
was kidnapped in her Kim Brand identity
only a few pages lster, and having used
up her hour-allotment, couldn't save
herself.

Then, in #3%%, Fly Girl suddenly
began shrinking and enlarging, £ la
Atom and/or Giant-dMan. Agein, no
explanation was given for the develop-
ment of this new power.

PLY-MAN became MIGHTY COKICS with
issue #40, and both the King and Queen
of Insects bowed out entirely, defer-
ring to their more glamorous team-mates.

Fly Girl was on hand when Shield,
Black Hood, Comet and Fly-lMan formed &
group called THE MIGHTY CRUSADERS, and
the five of them enjoyed a seven issue
run in a title named after their group.
The first few issues featured lengthy
adventures with all of them, but then
the book began featuring the heroes in
solo adventures or pair-offs. Fly
Girl's final solo came in #7's recap
of her origin. While the recap was
basically the same, the villain, Metsl
Master, looked entirely different than
he had in FLY #14. UYow he had a more
humanoid appearance and was blue,
instead of silver. After tracing FG's
origin, the tale returned to the fut-
ure, as rly Girl was forced to do
battle with the Metal Kaster's girl-
friend, the Metal witch, who had come
for revenge. It was here that Fly
¥an and Fly Girl's change of powers
was exvplained. Sometime between FLY
#30 and FLY MAN #31, the Fly was sum-
moned to the Fly world and given a new
and more powerful ring, which gave both
he and FG the ability to enlerge and
shrink. Unfortunately, it limited
their powers to only one hour a day,

a pretty poor bargain, if you ask me.
Fly Girl's career lasted a totzl of 5
years, ending in MIGHTY CRUSADERS #7,

* (October, 1966).




Dear Al,

I got THE ADVENTURESS #2 today. It
was great. Illisone & Alix Part Two
was better than the first part. I
loved every bit of it...but then the
Stella origin story was [also] ter-
rific.

Karla was great. She reminds me of
Supergirl. I think Mr. Hastings would
have something good if he keeps Ches-
ter in the stories. I hope all the
other TA zines will turn out to be as
good as the first two issues.

Chuck Alligood
Southern Pines, N.C.

Thanks, Chuck. As I've pointed out
before, we're always glad to hear that
you and our other younger subscribers
are enthusiastic about our AHPA work
in THA and TA. -A.T.

Dear Al,

You know, it's funny you said what
you did, because THA is one of the few
zines I have time to read and do read.
I like the production job especially.
It's nice to see someone take time and
lay out a zine properly.

Paul Kowtiuk
Essex, Ontario, Canada
Editor: THE JOURNAL

...and we're equally glad to hear nice
things from fellow-publishers, several
of whom are among our AHPA subscribers.
Thanks, Paul. Glad to exchange com-

Dear Al,

Being a devoted Trekkie and CHFC
member, I want to point out something
quite interesting. An incredible a-
mount of Star Trek has come out, in-
cluding now a Lt. Uhura doll from
Mego Corp. The doll is quite worth
the cost. And, of course, the doll
shows a black Lt. Uhura. -

Yet Saalfield Company has pub-
lished a Star Trek Coloring Book -
with a Lt. Uhura that appears to be
white, while Power Records have come
out with a book-and-record set of
Star Trek entitled "The Crier In Em-
tiness' that has a-black Lt. Uhura on
the cover, but inside has a well-
built blonde, white Lt. Uhura.

I think it's sad that the major
Star Trek female can't even have her
skin color dome right, much less any-
thing else, by anyone other than
Roddenberry.

Jim Crawford
Cincinatti, Ohio

Let's hear it for the well-built
blonde....No, seriously, Jim, while
I'm not a Trekkie, I can sympathize
with your reactions in such matters,
and I'm glad to pass your observation
on to our readers. -A.T.

Dear Al,

Thank you for THA #8.

"She clobbered him," if you want
it translated. Actually,clocked him
one' is an Anglicism. If I was to use
a Lowland Scots term, I'd have to have
said "'skelped his lug," and then no-
body, not even any Highland Scots
among your readers, would have under-
stood.

I'm glad to see Modesty Blaise
putting in an appearance [in THA #8].
She's one of my favorite heroines, and
that's only from reading the books -
the benighted Evening Standard not be-
ing available much outside of Londom,
and the abysmal Scottish Daily Express
preferring the exploits of M.S.P. #1,
James Bond and of Matt Dillon, who's
known Miss Kitty for about 20 years
now and still never kissed her, and
totally ignoring any suggestions made
by the more intelligent of its readers
(says she modestly) that a change
would be beneficial. They also can-
celled Jeff Hawke. Modesty is, of

pliments with you. =-A.T.

course, what the Black Widow tries to
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be, but isn't quite.

I may forgive The Scottish Daily
Express their shortcomings. They in-
troduced a new comic strip heroine,
whose first week's adventures you can
see for yourself. Her artist’s quite
good, but of course uncredited as is
the general custom here until a strip
is at least 20 years old. It all
looks quite promising. The only
thing is, looking at that copyright
sign, I fear it may all be a well-
disguised attempt to sell something:
cameras, speedboats, plastic seaweed
and barnacles, something like that.
Or maybe the efficiency of British
Rail, as Pia, rushing to London to
get her photos developed, takes the
train. Aberdeen has a perfectly good
airport with regular flights to Lon-~
don.

THA #1-#6 have indeed arrived
safely [as a back-issue order] and
were well worth the wait.

Kathleen Glancy
Edinburgh, Scotland

Thanks for keeping us all posted,
Kathleen. You make a fascinating
overseas reporter. Thanks also for
sending the five daily strips; I'l1

and now - a fanzine devoted to
"Mission: Impossible”
The 45 pages in the issue include..

Art by Mercy Van Vlack

media forerunners of the series
two fictional missions

short biographies of the cast
photographs

a look at the background music
& takeoffs of #M:I®

and a capsule index of most of
the seven year run.
price == 75¢ + 15¢ for postage.

Order from -

9

ond jocue due out by april 1.

Stephen Borer
2135 Igishart Ave.
St. Paul, Mn. 55104

include one of them in our next AHPA
staff bulletin. -A.T.

Dear Mr. Tanner,

I am sending my bids for your
fifth auction. I trust you have en-—
tered my name on the list of persons
interested in getting announcements
of available special-order material.
I also ask that you let me know when
The Further Adventures Of Shamrock
And Pixie is on sale so that I can
purchase a copy.

Thank you for the fine work you
are doing. :

R.J. Morris
Rossville, Georgia

All of us on the staff appreciate
your thanks and your support. As
many of our AHPA writers and artists
have said, it's great to hear that
the time and thought we invest in our
publications results in products that
fans like you enjoy. .

Yes, you'll surely be notified as
soon as the first of our special-
order series of S&P stories, along
with stories im other series, becomes

_the article on Modesty Blaise.

artists? Would you believe Tom O'Reilly
and Larry Heller! -A.T.

‘Dear Al,

The articles on Aquagirl and Vamir-
ella were very good, and I really liked
The
centerfold was magnificent. I can't
wait till you put this on auction.
save my pennies from now till then for
this.

Please continue [the THA series on]
the Star Trek heroines. Keep up the
good work.

The extra [special-order] booklets
you were talking about really sounded
good until you said $4.
No way will I ever have $4 extra.
a shame; they sounded good.

Jeff Clark
West Hurly, N.Y.

Yes, Jeff, we agree that it’'s an un-
fortunate necessity that we market some
of our special products primarily out-
side the circle of regular CHFC members,
and for that very reason, we won't tease
you about them with detailed announce-
ments in THA issues.

available. Our special-order S8P

-4.T.

I'11

That killed it.
What

Incidentally we're
| regeiving many eager inquiries.
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SUPER - HEROINE S
| CONTINUE AT Your L)
OWN RISK ... /1S THIs |

”76 -

been Earth-hepping
for years, but none ever . wind up any worse for
wear. But super-hereines are —— different...at least if
Black Canary and Phantom Lady have anything to say about it.

In response te a letter from some nosy fan in FREEDOM FIGHTERS
#2, Paul Levitz hinted th there may be some connection between
the Black Canary/Phantom Lady cases.

In case you®re net familiar with sald cases; Black Canary
of Barth-I1 and Phantom Lady of Earth-i, twe heroines wheo, en
their home-Earths, possessed no exitrsordinary physical abilites,
came to Earth-]1 on & more~or-less permanent basis. Something
happened in the dimensienal crossing that altered their mske-ups
to suit their names. Black Canary became owner of a senic pow-~
er she can manifest in her voice (i.e. *Sing, Canary, Sing,* and
all hell bresks loose). Phantom Lady gained powers similar to
Phantom GIRL, of the Legien. Both ladles cannot contrel their
powers {as of yet).

Apparently, only heroines alien to Earth-I°s universe are
affected, and only these who have no double on Earth=I, and then
ONLY are they affected on the trip 70 Earth-I. Thusly, Zatanna,
Wonder Woman {beth of them), Supergirl, Pewer Girl, BRatgirl, and
the rest, can Earth-hop all they want.

With ail these restrietiens, PLUS the apparently poetic de-
velopment of having the heroines® names turned inte fact, we can
only assuse that the force, whatever it is, camses the reaction
magically. Granted, nelther Black Canary ner Phantom I ady came
to Earth by the magical deorway often employai but certainly ma-
gic exists on more planes than ene.

What we have, then, i3 a mystical Borce that affects super=
heroines from Earths other than-I, wheo cross in ANY manner, and
who do not have a double on EBarth-I. And ONLY gocing to Earth-I.

And this mystic change manifestis itself in turning the hereoinef®s
name inte reality.

Are these assumptions true? We can only guess...in order
toc be sure, more crossing has to be done. What if anoether her-
oine came to Earth-I? Would Earth~II°8 Thern find all her ex-
tremities becoming very pelnty? Weuld Ma Hunkle (the Red Torna-
do) galn super-speed despite her tremendous weight? And what ef

Egrth—lli‘s Superweman? What about a lady whose name ALREADY
fits?

Super-herces have

acadeamlc at this poeint, but nosy fans can be per-
about it, anyway. And remember...you read it
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It may be
sistant. ghink
here first,.

AZINES,

COMMENTARY

GETTING AWAY FROM THE BASIC THEME OF THIS COLUMN FOR JUST A
MOMENT, T JUST WANT TOCOMMENT ON THE GIANT-SIZE SUPER MAN VS,
SPIDERMAN : THIS IS THE FIRST TIME 1'VE EVER SEEN A SUPER - PUBLICIZED
SPECTACULAR ACTUALLY LIVE UP TO ITS PROMISE! IT'S OVERALL A REALLY FINE
WORK! 1 FEEL RO ANDRU SETS A FINE EXAMPLE FOR DYMAMIC PERSPECTIVE
AND VIEW POINTS. 1T FULLY RECOMMEND THIS BOOK, BOTH FOR ENTERTMNMENT
AND FOR ITS INSTRUCTIONAL VALUE/! '

5 NOW, ON WITH THE SHow,,,.

INCE MOST ARTISTS READING THLS COLUMN ARE AT LEAST EQUALLY
INTERESTED IN THE DRAWING OF FEMALES AS THE YARE INDRAWING THE MORF
TRADITIONAL MALE HEROES, I THINK THERE ARE A FEW ITEMS THAT COULD BF
POINTED-OUT IN REGARDS TO COMICS DRAWING, THERE 15 ARDRULAR TREMD
Exogevated, 35 witt. NOW-A-DAYS, TO DRAW SUPER- Muscles must be

) 220 s | HEROES SO MUSCULAR THAT fonec/

. 7H€VAFW£H€7DAWMEE%ﬂ€ﬂmV

PEALED OFF, AS WITH THIS PAAN-
NG, WHEN DRAWINVG MALES,
ANARTLST CAN GET AWAY WITH JUST %
ABOUT ANYMISTAKE N ANATONY &
OREXAGERATED FEATURES,
BUT THERE 15 NOTHING THAT ek
LOOKS MORE OUT OF PLACE %7 /8
THAN A RICScUL AR WOMAK !
1 \ = WHEN SELECTING A LIFE ,
==\ =250 DRAWING BCoK, [ SUGGEST '

YOU FIND ONE THAT CONCENTRATES ON THE FIGLRE ASIT IS WIEWED,
AND NOT SO NUCH ON OVER-STREITING ANATONMY,

AS MENTIONED IN AN EARLIER COLUMN, FHOTOS FROM GLAMOYR
MAGAZINES ARE HELPFUL FOR FACES, AND FOR FIGURES | SUGGES T YOU FIND
SOME OLOER rMAGAZINES LIKE PLAYBOY, AROUND 64-66 orso, OR FULL -
FIGURE GLAMOLR PHOTDS AS YoU'tL FIND ADVERTIZED IN PHOTOGRAFHY MAG -
THE REASON | SUGGEST THESE SOURCES BATHER THAN THE MORE
COMTEMPORARY “GIRLIE” MAGAZINES |5 THAT THESE ARE PHOTO-
GRAPHED WITH AN EMPHASIS ON ATTRACTIVE WOMEN WITH ARTISTIC
COMPOSITION, WHILH | FEEL ARE MORE EASILY ADAPTED TO DRAWING,
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Yault of Villainegges

by Dwayne Best

"A female...like none who has ever lived within memory of
mortal mant® exclaimed Dr. Strange when he first sensed the
presence of the unspeakable Umar, the sorcerous sister of the
dread Dormammu. Imprisoned by her brother for unknown eons,
she escaped the spells that held her after Dormammu's seeming
demise in STRANGE TALES #146. Returning to the Dark Dimension,
she took the throne she had coveted for so long. She soon dis-
covered Dr. Strange's role in Dormammu'’'s death and set out to
destroy the magician, knowing that she could never be secure
while Strange lived. There followed one of the greatest magic-
al battles in Marveldom (STRANGE TALES #150-#156), which ended,
not by Dr. Strange's superior power (he didn't have it), but
by the appearance of the horrible Zom, whose power even Umar
feared. She fled back to the Dark Dimension.

Dormammu was being quite sensible when he imprisoned his

treacherous sister in the "void between the worlds,” Umar her-
self admitted her designs "...still am I a female--! Thus, I
shall crush (Strange) as only a woman can -- with the matchless

weapons of cunning -- and overwhelming guile!” In her next ap-
peggance (DR. STRANGE #172»17?) she pretended to be faithful to
her brother (who had returned), while all the time planning to
overthrow him. She did not find her chance then, but she was
willing to wait. She returned again at her brother's side

(DR. STRANGE #6-9, G-S AVENGERS #4), and this time she did man-
age to trick him, thus gaining his powers. Dr. Strange (with
the help of Clea) defeated her only by restoring Dormammu’s p
power to him. He then defeated Umar, and was in turn defeated
by the Barth Goddess.

Umar's magical might is probably very close to Dormammu's,
in terms of gtrength. Her weakness, however, lies in the fact
that she has a human body. (Notes In her STRANGE TALES appear-
ances, her head was aflame, like Dormammu’s. When she next
showed up, the flames were gone, whether by some enchantment
or editorial oversight).

But the most interesting thing about U-
mar is her connection with Clea. It was re-
vealed in her most recent appearance (DR.
STRANGE #9) that Clea was the offspring of
Umar and Orini (the chief of Dormammu’s
slaves. Despising her human weakness, Umar
refused to acknowledge the child's existence.
Clea grew up never knowing who her mother
was (and she still doesn't know). Evidence
shows that Umar was out to kill Clea long
before her identity was revealed. During
her first appearance she seemed to know Clea
and made repeated efforts to kill her. We
thought that this was her way of striking at
Dr. Strange, but now we know the real reason.
She wished to kill her daughter, thus elim-
inating the evidence of her human weakness.
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CHFC Comits Awards

Red Sonja

BEST NEW HEROINE OF 1975 FAVORITE COMICS HEROINE

WINNER: Storm (x-Men).......... 47.2% WINNER: Wonder Woman 46.7%
Second: Powergirl (all-star)...36.0% Second: Red Sonja..... 39.2%
Third: Pretty Pyra (Kamandi)..20.0% Third: Black Canary 28.3%
Fourth: Hellcat (The avengers)..9.6% Fourth: Supergirl..... 2h.22
Fifth: Gamora (Warlock).-..e... 8.8% Fifth: Medusa......... 20.0%
Sixth: Tara (Warlord)..e..o..... 3.0% Siwth: Valkyrie...... 18.3%
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ANALYSIS: The per cents listed are based on the ratio of the voting points
each heroine actually received to the maximum number of points she could
have received (if every voter had made her his first choice). (5 points
were awarded for each voter's first choice, 3 for his second choice, and one
for his third choice.) This is a new method for calculating per cents, and

one which we feel gives a truer indication of each candidate's relative sup-
port by the CHFC voters.

Wonder Woman seems to be a fairly clearcut choice as the favorite comics
heroine of the CHFC, a rather pretigious status since the CHFC is the de
facto official voice of the nation's - and in effect, the world's - comics
heroines fans! (Yes, some of our overseas members did take part in the
voting.) Mr. Schwartz, you're entitled to take a bow if not actually to de-
ma§d a raise. Red Sonja's great popularity is also apparent, however, and
this is especially significant since she is a relative newcomer to the comics.

Since the new-heroine voting was on an open basis with no nominees hav-
ing been previously chosen, Storm's surprisingly high 47.2% is extremely im-
pressive, as is, in fact, Power Girl's runner-up 36.0%.
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